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Colorado 
Dressage 2017: 

Hold on to Your Top 
Hat… 

…and dust off your boots. 2017 is going to be a whirlwind 
of fabulous dressage activity offered locally by Grand 
Valley Dressage Society and its members, and statewide 
by RMDS. 

March 10-11 Equiconnect Clinic:-Fruita: Get in touch with your 
body using Pilates to improve your riding and discover training 
techniques focused on reading your horse’s responses to make your 
training cues more clear. Space still available. Auditors welcome. 
Contact: clinic-https://www.whstables.com/ 

March 18 and April 15:  Prix Caprilli Clinic-Loma: The Prix Caprilli 
tests have the same movements as a preliminary/novice dressage 
test and include the requirement for horse and rider to trot and/or 
canter over single jumps no higher than 2 feet. It’s something 
different than the normal dressage test and a bit of fun. Why not 
have a go! Contact: tfagandressage@wyoming.com 

April 8th: Link Up and Load Clinic-Fruita: If you are trying to get 
your horse in the trailer to attend all the shows and clinics being 
offered, this clinic is for you. Contact: clinic-https://
www.whstables.com/   

GVDS Show Schedule 
April 29-30 GVDS Schooling Show*  

June 10-11 GVDS Schooling Show* 

Sept 1-2:   GVDS Recognized Show 

Sept 3:   GVDS Schooling Show* 

Oct 7-8  GVDS Schooling Show* 

*All Schooling shows will have Western 
Dressage classes 

GVDS Club Activities 
• Practice for the upcoming show 

season at the Mahindra Arena 

 March 27 5-7 PM 

 April 24  4-7 PM  

 May 29  4-7 PM  

Bring a horse-riding friend to 
practice with you and introduce them 
to our club.   Club membership 
applications will be available.  We will 
be ordering pizza to share.  

• GVDS member meetings are the 
THIRD MONDAY every month—this 
month March 20. 

Show Committee Meeting 6 PM  

Regular business meeting 7 PM  

Location:  Canyon View Vineyard 
Church (CVVC) 736 24 1/2 Rd, 
Grand Junction.  Enter in the 
Admin/Classroom  wing, entrance 
to right of the main entrance, and 
the room location will be marked 
by signage once you enter the 
Admin/classroom wing, room 
T106.  

 GVDS NEWSLETTER 
  Judi DeVore, Editor    Send GVDS news to jdevore2000@yahoo.com
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June 3 & 4: Pending GVDS Beth Baumert Clinic-Delta: Author of 
“When 2 Spines Align” and editor of Dressage Today for many years, 
Beth provides insight gleaned from years of working with the best 
riders, trainers, and judges in the dressage world. She provides 
practical ways riders can learn to harness the balance and forces at 
play when they’re in the saddle. Clinic details pending. Contact: 
lchadwickwirth@icloud.com 

July 1-2: GVDS Debbie Riehl-Rodriguez Clinic-Delta:  This well-
respected gold medalist and “S” dressage judge will be offering her 
insight working with students to enjoy the journey of dressage, 
appreciating their horse’s skills while developing new ones.     Contact: 
tfagandressage@wyoming.com 

May 18-24: RMDS and the Colorado 
Horse Park-Parker will be sponsoring 
a not-to-be-missed week of clinics with 
Scott Hassler, Michael Klimke, Steffen 
Peters, Lars Peterson, and Axel Steiner. 

May 18-19 Lars Peterson-open only 
to practicing dressage professionals 

Clinics from May 20th forward are available to audit. 

May 20-21 Lars Peterson will focus on working with non-professional 
students, adult riders to make solid training decisions for the 
improvement of both horse and rider   

May 21-22 Axel Steiner will be focusing his students on how to 
better communicate as a team with their horse. The second day of his 
clinic they will ride a test of their choice that he will score. 

May 22-23 Michael Klimke clinics commence, which will be focused 
on development of the young dressage horse. He will work with 
young horses ridden and/or in hand, and their junior, amateur and 
professional riders, with a focus on classical techniques. 

May 23-24 Steffen Peters clinics will overlap with Klimke, This will be 
a great opportunity for juniors, amateurs and professionals to improve 
their skills in preparing for the competition ring with a four time 
Olympic Medalist. 

May 24 Scott Hassler will be focusing on development of the young 
horse. through confidence building riding techniques. 

For more information go to the Colorado Horse Park website: http://
chp.coth.com/article/the-colorado-horse-park-announces-inaugural-
dressage-symposium-in-the-rockies-and-featured-clinicians 

Jr/YR Corner 
by MacKensey Quigley 

Jr/YR Correspondent

Prix Caprilli is a mixed test of 
jumping and dressage.  It is a 
test done in a dressage arena 
with jumps added. 

As a youth, I have fun doing it 
because it is a mixed up test. It 
is kind of like an M&M. Dressage 
is the smooth chocolate outside 
and the jump is the crunchy 
peanut.  

This test shows that dressage is 
good for jumping horses. How 
well the horse does over the 
jump is affected by how well 
they go around the arena.  There 
are 7 stages to a jump—turn, 
approach, take-off, jump, land, 
get-away, turn. The jump is only 
one stage. All the rest are on the 
flat and this flatwork IS dressage. 
 If the horse is doing well on the 
flat they will probably have a 
nice jump and our work as a 
rider will be easier! 

I like Prix Caprilli as a kid 
because it’s something new, fun, 
creative and shows good 
teamwork with me and my 
horse. 

All youth riders can come and 
practice with us at the Mahindra 
arena practice dates.  Please ask 
a youth friend that you know to 
come and learn about Prix 
Caprioli and Grand Valley 
Dressage shows. 

This is a fun way for youth to get 
involved in dressage! 

         Noteworthy RMDS and Colorado Offerings
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April 25-26-Deb Hindi at Fagan Farms LLC-Loma:  These clinics will be held monthly.   

Contact:  tfagandressage@wyoming.com 

April (date pending)-Clayton Martin-Delta:  These clinics will be held monthly.  

Contact:  lchadwickwirth@icloud.com 

 

I recently took  advantage of two USDF and RMDS educational offerings. I can’t say enough about how 
beneficial they are,if you are looking to up your game, riding and showing in dressage. 

In October, I audited the Region 5 Adult Clinic “Creating a Winning Partnership With Your Horse” presented 
by Kathy Connelly and Betsy Steiner. The two clinicians tag-teamed each 45 minute lesson, offering 
suggestions to the wide variety of breeds and levels represented.  Multiple exercises for improving elements 
of the individual horse or rider were introduced by both clinicians.  I was so impressed with how kind they 
were when offering suggestions to make each of the  riding pairs improve. After each lesson they spent 
significant time with the auditors, answering their questions as well.  Although the review of this clinic has 
been detailed in the Centaur, by attending the clinic, I was able to take in their comments which were 
applicable to my own riding.  I came away with copious notes and various exercises to try, as well as several to 
tuck away for future reference, when my horse and I are more advanced in our training. 

In February, I attended the Freestyle Judging clinic which was open to auditors.  An article about this clinic 
was also recently in the Centaur detailing the content covered.  However, not attending, you missed the 
opportunity to see videos of freestyles and a group of local judges figure out how they would score the artistic 
elements.  Seeing the judges go through this exercise, I learned how difficult it is to judge this event. A judge 
has to make sure the technical elements are covered, as well as count how many times the horse matches 
changes in music phrasing, among other things.  Observing gave me lot of ideas for making my freestyles 
easier to be judged, and better plan putting the music and pattern together.   Judging a freestyle isn’t about 
whether they “like” your music, but whether it enhances your horses’ movement and making sure you have 
covered the bases of artistic and technical development. 

My point in mentioning these clinics is not so much to review the content, but to encourage everyone to take 
advantage of the wonderful offerings that are being made available here and across the state. There is no 
replacement for being there. If you can’t afford to ride in the clinic, generally the auditing fee is very 
affordable. In both cases, by auditing, I got more than my money’s worth. USDF, RMDS, and GVDS are 
devoted to making these quality, educational offerings available to us. I highly encourage everyone to audit or 
participate in at least one of the exciting clinics mentioned here to broaden your dressage knowledge and 
horse-riding toolkit.

    Regularly Scheduled Local Clinics

USDF/RMDS/GVDS Dressage Clinics-Editorial
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